
COUNCIL MEETING

FEBRUARY 24, 2021

The Council Meeting of the Council of the County of Kaua’i was called to order
by Council Chair Arryl Kaneshiro at the Council Chambers, 4396 Rice Street,
Suite 201, Lihu’e, Kaua’i, on Wednesday, February 24, 2021 at 8:39 a.m., after which
the following Members answered the call of the roll:

Honorable Bernard P. Carvalho, Jr.
Honorable Mason K. Chock
Honorable Felicia Cowden
Honorable Bill DeCosta
Honorable Luke A. Evslin (via remote technology)
Honorable Arryl Kaneshiro

Excused: Honorable KipuKai Kuali’i

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Good morning. Today’s meeting will be
conducted pursuant to Governor Ige’s Supplementary Emergency Proclamations with
the most recent relating to the Sunshine Law being his Eighteenth Supplementary
Emergency Proclamation dated February 12, 2021. Today for our agenda, we have
no registered speakers, so we will get to go through our items as usual.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA.

Councilmember Carvalho moved for approval of the agenda, as circulated,
seconded by Councilmember Chock.

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion for approval of the agenda, as circulated, was then put, and carried
by a vote of 6:0:1 (Councilmember Kuali’i was excused).

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next item.

MINUTES of the following meeting of the Council:

February 10, 2021 Council Meeting

Councilmember Chock moved to approve the Minutes, as circulated, seconded
by Councilmember DeCosta.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions or is there any
discussion on this item from the Members?
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(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to approve the Minutes, as circulated, was then put, and carried
by a vote of 6:0:1 (Councilmember Kuali’i was excused).

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next item.

INTERVIEW:

BOARD OF ETHICS:

• Ryan de la Pena — Term ending 12/31/2023

Council Chair Kaneshiro: With that, I shall suspend the rules. We
should have Ryan and Ellen on.

ELLEN CHING, Boards & Commissions Administrator (via remote
technology): Good morning, Chair.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Hi, Ellen.

RYAN DE LA PENA (via remote technology): Good morning, everyone.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Hi, Ryan.

Ms. Ching: Good morning, Chair and Councilmembers.
Do I hear an echo?

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Okay, you should be okay now.

Ms. Ching: Is that better?

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Yes.

Ms. Ching: Good morning, Ellen Ching, Administrator
for Boards & Commissions. This morning, I am happy to introduce Ryan de la Pena.
Ryan is a proud Kapa’a High School graduate. Before returning to Kaua’i he earned
his degree in Computer Engineering at the University of Notre Dame and his Master
of Business Administration (MBA) from University of Hawai’i Mãnoa. He and his
wife Sharon are very proud parents of two (2) very energetic sons, Luke and Noah.
Luke is a high school senior this year, a canoe paddler, a cross country runner, and a
golfer. His younger son, Noah, plays baseball and soccer. As the saying goes, “The
apple does not fall very far from the tree.” When Ryan is not ferrying or chasing after
his very active sons, given his druthers he would be hiking or mountain biking. His
favorite food is pizza, not just any kind of pizza, but Chicago deep dish pizza. For
pizza connoisseurs, is there any other kind? I am really a “tech dummy.” In my
simplistic mind, this is how I would characterize Ryan’s profession, basically, he is a
brainiac and he supervises a whole bunch of other brainiacs like him that work on
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computers and data systems, and please do not ask me what that really means,
because as I said, I do not quite understand it. But at any rate, I am grateful that
Ryan is willing to lend his time and talents to the Board of Ethics. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you. Ryan, do you have anything to
add to that introduction?

Mr. de la Pena: Good morning, everyone. No, I think Ellen
summed it up quite well.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Do we have any questions from the Members?
Council Vice Chair Chock.

Councilmember Chock: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Ryan for being
here and thank you for your continued willingness to serve on the Board of Ethics.
How many terms has this been for you now on the Board of Ethics?

Mr. de la Pena: Good morning, Vice Chair Chock. I was on
the Board of Ethics for two (2) terms and took a year off. Prior to that I was on the
Civil Service Commission for two (2) terms, as well.

Councilmember Chock: Right. Well, I appreciate it. Do you have any
specific interests or plans for your leadership? I know you have been Chair and have
served us well at the Board of Ethics, do you have any specific focus on the next go
around?

Mr. de la Pena: No specific plans. I have been out of the loop
for about a year, but I would just like to continue serving, volunteering, and following
the Code of Ethics, County Charter, State Constitution, and Hawai’i Revised
Statutes, as they apply to the Board.

Councilmember Chock: Thank you, again, for serving. I appreciate
this Board’s very important role and look forward to it being proactive and fair, of
course. When hearing Ellen’s description, it reminded me, not only when she talked
about your sons, but of our time in elementary school. Ryan was the smartest kid in
our class—in fifth and sixth grade, so it does not surprise me that he continues to be
that person, so whatever you have to offer in terms of service we really appreciate
you and you have my support. Thank you, Chair.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta.

Mr. de la Pena: Thank you.

Councilmember DeCosta: Is this discussion time?

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any questions first.

Councilmember DeCosta: I will wait for discussion.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you. It is interesting what kind of
pizza you like, but what inspires you? Really being on point with what the Board of
Ethics is about... how do you see your role and understand your role in terms of really
looking where we have accurate and fair examinations of the ethics of our people? It
is more than pizza. I appreciate the humor, but I would like to hear what you have
learned and how we need to be effectively understanding how we affect careers and
how we make sure that our County is operating in an ethical way. Thank you for
your effort.

Mr. de la Pena: Thank you for your questions. I try to be fair,
unbiased, and try to follow the code of ethics as closely as possible. There are a lot of
opinions and so many parties involved with issues that face the Board, but our
responsibility is to be as fair and unbiased, and follow the code of ethics as closely as
possible.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Any further questions from the Members? If
not, final discussion from the Members? Councilmember Carvalho.

Councilmember Carvalho: Good morning. Thank you so much for your
service. I know you and your ‘ohana for a long time and I know when you get to the
table, you come there with a good heart and understanding of what needs to happen,
especially now with the Ethics Commission. Now that, as a dad, and hearing all of
your stories there too, but more importantly the role you play or you have on the table
of Ethics—that is important. Obviously, your background and your experience ties
that in, so mahalo for your service and thank you for jumping in and being part of
the team.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta.

Councilmember DeCosta: Hi Ryan, how are you? I do not know your
professional side. I am a new Councilmember, but my son grew up with your son,
playing soccer and paddling canoe in high school, and I would like to think people are
always measured by the children they put out into the community, and both of your
sons are standup gentlemen in our community. I was actually very honored that my
son friended your son about two (2) years ago during a paddling competition. If you
are any example of who your sons are in the community, I am one hundred
percent (100%) behind you. Just a little bit of advice, as far as ethics go, there are
opinions, and I know sometimes there are a slight gray area, but trust in your
judgment, because there are many who believe in you and you will make that right
decision to benefit our community, so thank you very much Ryan.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: Thank you, Ryan, for your willingness to
serve here. With a son named Luke who likes to paddle canoe, you have my ringing



COUNCIL MEETING 5 FEBRUARY 24, 2021

endorsement here. I am just kidding. I know you will continue to do an awesome job
on the Board of Ethics. I am glad you are returning, and as Councilmember Carvalho
said, you have a good heart and as everyone else has said, you are a brainiac
overseeing brainiacs, which has two great attributes to bring to the table here. I
appreciate your willingness to serve and continue to do great work on the Board of
Ethics.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any final discussion from anyone
else? I just want to say thank you, Ryan, again, for your willingness to serve and
volunteer for the County. You have served a lot of terms on different Commissions.
Obviously, no one gets paid on those Commissions, it is volunteer time, and some of
these Commissions are tough. I know the Ethics Commission is probably pretty
tough. You will get some issues that will have you making very hard decisions and
it is not an easy Commission where you just show up to. I appreciate your time and
effort for that. Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you for the work that you do. Just
having to have experience, it is really important to me that we have Commissioners
that read the material and really focus on it. It is very important that when there is
material that it is read and fairly assessed. So I am hoping that is a policy. Thank
you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? I have had to go in front
of Ethics before. I may not have agreed with all of these decisions they made, but I
know they were prepared, they read the material, they voted the way they did, and I
accepted whatever decisions came out of Ethics and respected the Commission’s
decisions.

Councilmember Cowden: I have had the experience of no readings.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: With that, thank you, Ryan and Ellen. The
vote for this will come up at our next meeting.

Mr. de la Pena: Thank you, Council.

Ms. Ching: Thank you, Council.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Next up, is the Consent Calendar.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

C 2021-40 Communication (01/28/2021) from the Director of Finance,
transmitting for Council information, the Condition of the County Treasury
Statement quarterly report as of November 12, 2020.

C 2021-41 Communication (01/29/2021) from the Hawai’i State Association
of Counties (HSAC) President, transmitting for Council consideration, HSAC’s slate
of officers for the remainder of the current Fiscal Year 2021 term, pursuant to
Section 5 of the Bylaws of the Hawai’i State Association of Counties, Inc.
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C 2021-42 Communication (02/17/2021) from Councilmember Chock and
Councilmember Evslin, transmitting for Council consideration, a Resolution Urging
The Governor To Resume In-Person Education For Grades K-12, Interscholastic
Sports Competitions, Organized Youth Sports, And Adult Recreational Sports For The
State Of Hawai’i.

Councilmember Chock moved to receive C 2021-40, C 2021-41, and C 2021-42
for the record, seconded by Councilmember DeCosta.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions. or is there any
discussion from the Members?

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding these agenda items.)

The motion to receive C 2021-40, C 2021-41, and C 2021-42 for the record was
then put, and carried by a vote of 6:0:1 (Councilmember Kuali’i was excused).

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next item.

COMMUNICATIONS:

C 2021-43 Communication (02/05/2021) from Bryson Ponce, Assistant Chief
of Police, Investigative Services Bureau, requesting Council approval to accept and
expend Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program funding, in the amount
of $25,000.00, which will be used for payment of overtime, renting vehicles and
aircraft, training, equipment, and technology for conducting drug enforcement
operations both on the island of Kaua’i and with other State, County, and Federal
law enforcement agencies in the fight against drug- and gun-related crimes.

Councilmember Carvalho moved to approve C 202 1-43, seconded by
Councilmember Chock.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Do we have any questions? I will suspend the
rules. Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you, Chief Raybuck for being here.
Twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) is a relatively small amount when we are
looking at what is being needed. I would like to hear what the money is spent for and I
have sent a list of questions, I do not know if you were able to give that consideration.

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

TODD G. RAYBUCK, Chief of Police (via remote technology): Aloha
kakahiaka, good morning, Chair and Councilmembers. Are you receiving feedback on
your end?

Councilmember Cowden: Not too bad.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: We can hear you okay.

Mr. Raybuck: Okay, I wifi try to talk slow, so if there is
feedback it can mitigate itself. Thank you for the opportunity to be here this morning
on behalf of Kaua’i Police Department (KPD) and the acceptance of these funds. To give
you a brief overview, the Domestic Cannabis EradicationlSuppression Program is the
only nationwide law enforcement program that exclusively targets drug trafficking
organizations that are involved in cannabis cultivation. The Kaua’i’s participation in
this Program is a multi-law enforcement effort between the KPD, the Honolulu Police
Department (HPD), State Narcotics Enforcement Division, Department of Land and
Natural Resources (DLNR), and the Hawai’i National Guard counter drug programs to
target ifiegal marijuana grows on the island of Kaua’i. KPD’s participation in this
Program has eradicated ifiegal grows on private and public lands, including near Mount
Wai’ale’ale. Illegal marijuana grows not only draw individuals engaged in other
criminal and drug activity, they also pose an environmental threat to our island.
Marijuana cultivation requires a significant amount of water and chemicals. Illegal
marijuana growers often divert natural streams and water sources to provide irrigation
to their crops. Marijuana grows on public lands destroy and impact natural flower and
fauna and impact natural wildlife habitats. It is common for marijuana growers to use
chemicals and herbicides that damage the environment, and often these growers on
public lands leave behind the chemical containers and rubbish to pollute and cause
further damage to the environment. This funding will be used for helicopter services,
rental vehicles, overtime training, equipment, and technology for conducting this
cannabis enforcement, and I hope that the Council will approve these funds, so that we
can continue to protect the island of Kaua’i from these illegal grow operations.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you. Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Did you get my list of questions?

Mr. Raybuck: I did. Would you like me to go through these
questions individually?

Councilmember Cowden: Yes, I would.

Mr. Raybuck: I am sorry, I did not hear your response.

Councilmember Cowden: Yes, please.

Mr. Raybuck: Okay, the first question, how was the presence
of pot different than alcohol and events like suicides and other crimes? I do not have
the data in impact on suicides. I do not know if that data is actually collected. As far
as crimes, marijuana is an intoxicating substance. So much like alcohol, it does create
a significant impact on impaired driving and related crashes in our community.
Unfortunately, we have seen in most recent events the appearance of alcohol and
cannabis in drivers involved in serious andlor fatal coffisions. Because it is an
intoxicating substance, it is often involved in other criminal activities or is a factor in
other criminal activities. I do not particularly know how to differentiate between
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alcohol and]or marijuana. Both substances have their own individual harms and
impact on crime.

The second question is, what percentage of crimes that have evidence of cannabis
use also have alcohol present? It is very common, particularly for intoxicated drivers to
have both substances involved. Again, I do not know of any specific studies that identify
what percentage of crimes have the evidence of both, as those would require either
studies that engage individuals that admit to it andlor are tested for it. I know that in
the past there have been studies that have gone into prison populations and jail
populations to interview employees, but I did not have time to research that prior to
today’s meeting, so I cannot answer fully to that question.

Recreational use has been legal in Nevada since 2017, was there a spike in crime
that coincided with that policy change? That is accurate. At the time that the
marijuana became recreationally legal in Nevada, I was the Organized Crime Bureau
Commander, so I was actively engaged in the discussions and the review of the impact
of marijuana and its recreational use. Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department did
in fact see crime associated with marijuana increase. For example, drug-related
homicides involving marijuana increased significantly shortly thereafter and continues
to be a factor in the community. We also saw a spike and increase in robberies involving
individuals that participated both in legal and illegal marijuana delivery systems,
where individuals would call under the guise of ordering marijuana, and then they
would rob and/or injure the individuals who arrived to provide that. We saw a
significant increase in illegal black market activity. This illegal activity brought other
types of crime along with it. It created a challenge and still creates a challenge today,
for law enforcement to effectively address illegal and black market marijuana
operations. Once this substance was made legal, it made it very challenging for
prosecutions, as juries would be more sympathetic to not pursuing and convicting
individuals for ifiegal activities associated with the legal product. So it is hampered and
damaged the ability to hold people accountable for their ifiegal activities. That is just a
basic response to your question.

Councilmember Cowden: I really appreciate that response. You would
have an opportunity to see a before and after in your experience in Las Vegas. I am told
that cannabis or marijuana of the present is quite a lot different than it used to be.
Decades ago here, people just went up and put the crop and the plant in the ground and
went back months later and harvested it—this was an industry area, decades back.
When we had Green Harvest, it was devastating, to at least the side of the island that
I lived on, because we ended up with crack, heroine, and methamphetamine, which are
much more dangerous, much more criminal element type of drugs. I mean the change
in the community was palpable. I did not see any statistics, but I appreciate hearing
what you are saying. I know that across the nation. . .1 am telling you a little bit, but I
just. . . that is why I asked about the suicide and the other crimes because last year when
I was reluctant to pass this, I was told that marijuana was linked to different crimes. I
just see the trend at the Legislature and across the nation is towards decriminalization
of this drug. A lot of times the criminalization of a drug is what creates the problem. I
do not know if you have any response on that observation, but alcohol seems more
violent than pot. With pot, people usually do nothing. It is a sedative, right? It is not
something where people will go and beat their wives when they are stoned, do they?
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Mr. Raybuck: Thank you for the opportunity to respond to
your comments. The relationship between ifiegal cannabis eradication and the
assumption that removing marijuana has led people to harder drugs—I do not know is
statistically and factually accurate. Anecdotally, there may have been some sort of a
transition that was apparent that anecdotally one may conclude that; however, drug
trends often ebb and flow. Marijuana use has continued to increase despite some of our
efforts to eradicate marijuana from the black market, particularly so, now that there
has been much more discussion about acceptance and legalization in the sales of
marijuana. As far as your second point, which I apologize was, if you can refresh my
memory.

Councilmember Cowden: I think my second point was, alcohol seems to
be a stimulus that creates aggression and violence, while marijuana seems to be a
plant—it is a sedative. So just anecdotally between a completely legal product and a
product that gets criminalized, it seems like we are criminalizing the wrong one. I am
not suggesting we need to criminalize alcohol, but when you see the comparative, it is a
profound difference. When we have needles in the bathroom and the toilet paper in the
public parks behind my house, at least here on Kaua’i, there was nothing subtle about
the change, it was profound, but that was decades ago. I am admitting, I do not really
understand this industry very well, but I do know what it was like to live in a
community that eradicated marijuana and what was a very evident change that
happened within a year or two. I think I had asked if there was different statistics on
a crime, but I appreciated just being able to have the dialogue with you. I am not a
police officer. I have not had your job, doing what you do. I was a sports retailer right
in the center of all of this—that was our clientele by the way, a lot of discretionary
income and free time when that industry was here. I just saw the profound difference
that happened. I am reluctant to get excited about continuing to pursue this, especially
when I see how much legislation we have across the nation and in this State, and we
are a lagging State—to decriminalize it. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Carvaiho.

Mr. Raybuck: If I may.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Go ahead Chief.

Mr. Raybuck: Chief Raybuck for the record. Just to clarify,
marijuana is not a sedative. Marijuana is an intoxicating hallucinogenic drug. As we
have seen recreational use and production and legalization of the drug, the
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) content, which is a psychoactive, mind-altering drug, or
component of marijuana—the percentage has increased dramatically. In fact, the
current legislation before this State would allow any percentage of THC to be sold
recreationally here in Hawai’i. What that would mean is that cannabis oil, which
sometimes can produce up to ninety-eight percent (98%) pure THC, would be available
for use. The consumption of high levels of THC produces significant hallucinatory
effects. I would defer to the organization, Smart Approaches to Marijuana (SAM), you
can Google: learn about SAM; they have comprehensive information on that website. It
is a nonprofit entity that is bipartisan that provides information and research regarding
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the impact of marijuana on our communities and I would be happy to forward that
information to the Council for further review.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you.

Mr. Raybuck: One of the things that is interesting about
legalization and recreation of marijuana that I have witnessed as a parent and a citizen
in Nevada when this was legalized, and that is quality of life issues that come along
with the increased use, production, and sales of marijuana. It was interesting to hear
the previous speaker speaking about his neighbors that have cut irrigation lines and
threatened to burn down crops and cause physical harm, because of the odor of coffee,
because the odor of marijuana, as anyone that has ever smelled such, is very distinctive
and pungent. One of the byproducts of legalizing marijuana in Nevada has been that it
has created significant odor issues that are often complained about in communities.
People who hold birthday parties in their backyard, while the neighbor next door is
growing and smoking marijuana and the children are being exposed to that odor and
that smoke—it is those types of issues that are often overlooked by people who are
concerned about addressing the legal status and approaching the opportunity to receive
tax moneys for that. It is a very complex discussion and I also appreciate the
opportunity to be here today just to share some of my insights and experience with the
issue.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Questions? Councilmember Carvalho.

Councilmember Carvalho: Good morning, Chief. I just wanted to
follow-up on the use of the funding. I know you have mentioned vehicles, air craft, and
so forth, but can you explain to me the purchase of new technology, and what does it
mean?

Mr. Raybuck: I will defer that to Assistant Chief Ponce about
what technology that might be.

BRYSON PONCE, Assistant Chief of Police, Investigative Services (via remote
technology): Good morning. Bryson Ponce, Assistant Chief,
Investigative Services Bureau, Kaua’i Police Department, for the record. Although, I
cannot go into the specific technologies that we purchase for our cannabis operations,
the technology we do acquire is basically to help with spotting and allowing our people
to go into different fields if we need to put them in there, and just those things to help
us detect, because a lot of times when you are in the air, it is difficult to see—you really
need to train your eye. I have talked to several people in the hemp industry to utilize
their fields for training to help our new officers to see what they are looking for, but
there is technology out there that helps us with identification to be able to see, because
we are trying to cover the entire island—every aspect of the open lands on the island.

Councilmember Carvalho: Okay, thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Council Vice Chair Chock.
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Councilmember Chock: Thank you, Chair. Chief, what do we expend
annually on the enforcement of marijuana? What is our budget in its entirety?

Mr. Raybuck: Chief Raybuck, for the record. Thank you,
Councilmember Chock. I do not have specific broken apart statistics on what we spend
on marijuana. Predominately, as far as focused efforts on marijuana, it would be this
twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000). This twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000)
wifi support, essentially, two (2) operations to detect and identify illegal grow operations
on public and private lands. Other than that, the priority focus of our drug enforcement
efforts are focused on drugs such as, marijuana, methamphetamine, heroine, and those
drugs that we see as predominant issues in our community, so that is where the largest
portion of our efforts are associated in our spending.

Councilmember Chock: Thank you very much.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta.

(Councilmember Chock was noted as not present.)

Councilmember DeCosta: Aloha, Mr. Ponce and Chief Raybuck. I just
have one question. Do you have a breakdown on the cost of flying a helicopter that you
folks use to spot those marijuana patches that are being illegally grown? I know a
helicopter is quite a bit of an expense to our Fire Department, so I was wondering,
twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) does seems like a small amount if you are going
to put that into the use of a helicopter. Do you have a number of times that you fly
throughout the year and use the helicopter as a way to spot the illegal growing?

(Councilmember Chock was noted as present.)

Mr. Raybuck: Chief Raybuck, for the record. Thank you,
Councilmember DeCosta for the question. I do not have the specific cost of the
helicopter services. We utilize a contract provider out of Maui to provide those
helicopter services. We rent two (2) helicopters—those are utilized over a 2-day period
throughout the year and we also obtain the assistance of the Hawai’i National Guard
and their resources. Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) also provides
some resources, as well. While I cannot give you the specific dollar number for the
helicopter services, it is the predominant bulk of this twenty-five thousand
dollars ($25,000).

Councilmember DeCosta: Chief, it should be simple to get us the cost of
leasing a helicopter for two (2) days out of Maui. I am sure they have a price per hour.
Maybe next time you could have that figure. I am just trying to run numbers in my
head and see if twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) is an adequate amount or you
folks might need more. I do not know, but thank you.

Mr. Ponce: Councilmember DeCosta, I have the numbers
in front of me. Today, operations would run just under fourteen thousand
dollars ($14,000).
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Councilmember DeCosta: Thank you. We do not have enough to do
two (2) interisland travels throughout our native forests to look for marijuana. This
twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) might only give you folks one (1) 2-day
throughout the year to do an investigation of where plants are being grown, am I
correct?

Mr. Ponce: That is correct.

Councilmember DeCosta: Okay. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden, then Councilmember
Evslin.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you for the information you are giving.
I am curious, because I sincerely do not know. On public lands or private lands in these
bigger places, are we still seeing many large grows? I know they used to look before
with infrared. How many large grows do we typically find in a year?

Mr. Raybuck: Chief Raybuck, for the record. Councilmember
Cowden, thank you for the question. Fortunately, we have seen a dramatic decrease in
the grow operations on our public and private lands. I would like to attribute that to
the fact that we utilize these funds and have used this operation in order to eradicate
and address these illegal operations, so that has been a deterrent for the ongoing grow
operations that we have seen in the past, so we have seen a significant decrease in those.
I participated in this operation just soon after being appointed to Police Chief and over
the course of that operation, we found a few areas that may have been problematic, but
did not identify any significant grow operations.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you for that. One of my takeaways from
what I am hearing is that when people are given permits to grow their small amount in
their yard for medicinal use that is therapeutic for an identified medical challenge,
sounds like for the most part, that medical legalization is addressing the need, does that
sound right? Some people have blue cards or whatever it is called—they grow it in their
yards, right?

Mr. Raybuck: Chief Raybuck, for the record. Yes, the permits
provided to medical patients does allow them to obtain the marijuana that provides
them the relief that they seek through that substance. The operations that we conduct,
at times, do identify locations where marijuana is being grown on private land and it
allows us to confirm whether or not those individuals are actually permitted andlor if
they are in compliance with their permit. On occasion, there are individuals who grow
more marijuana than they are permitted and those individuals are addressed based on
that information.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Evslin.
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Councilmember Evslin: Thank you, Chief Raybuck and Assistant Chief
Ponce for being here today and answering the questions. Is any of the money used for
enforcement or investigation into small-scale possession or is it all targeted towards
larger-scale grow operations?

Mr. Raybuck: Chief Raybuck, for the record. Thank you,
again, for the question. Good morning, Councilmember Evslin. No, these funds are not
utilized for the investigation of private use. In fact, it is not KPD’s priority, nor do we
focus on personal use. Our enforcement strategies and Vice operations are to identify
and dismantle drug trafficking organizations and individuals responsible for
distributing dangerous drugs to our community that cause addiction, crime, and
problems in our society. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any further questions from the
Councilmembers? If not, I will call this meeting back to order. Is there any final
discussion from the Members? Councilmember Cowden.

There being no objections, the meeting was called back to order, and proceeded
as follows:

Councilmember Cowden: I really appreciate the Kaua’i Police
Department being here and discussing it. I am going to vote “yes” on this. In general,
I would like to see this continue to be decriminalized, but I feel comfortable that the use
of this funding is making sure that we do not have an overgrowth or an unfair scaling.
When we have public lands, it should not be abused, so I think that there are... this does
not seem disproportionate, this is not intended to hurt people’s lives and that is the
main point that I would have as a concern. There are veterans and different people that
I know this helps, at least it seems that they truly believe that it is what helps them, so
I just wanted to make sure. To go look in that helicopter, I see that yellow helicopter,
check that we are not abusing our public lands for allowing something to become large
scale—that is comfortable with me, it does not sound like it is going to something that
is small level possession, so I wifi be voting “yes.”

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? Councilmember
DeCosta.

Councilmember DeCosta: Thank you, Council Chair Kaneshiro. My
comment to this is that I support this. I think it is a very small amount. As a pig
hunter, I spend a lot of time in the forest and I do not like to incorporate or walk through
a marijuana patch. There are some things that do go down and I do not appreciate it,
so I think that allowing people to grow in their backyards, who have cards, and
everything goes through the system where they have their permits is good. I do not
think that this would make a big impact on what is happening out there in the forest,
so I appreciate it and I am going to be voting “yes” on this. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: Thank you, Chair Kaneshiro. I will be voting
“yes,” as well. I do want to echo a little about.. .1 have concerns, I think there has been
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growing evidence around the country around the impacts of criminalization for small
amounts ofpossession on minorities and low-income groups. I think that ChiefRaybuck
and Assistant Chief Ponce, and in the past we had Justin Kollar here, have spoken
really well to that, as far as where they are targeting their enforcement efforts and this
money is clearly going towards large-scale growing operations and trafficking
organizations on the island. Also, while some of our conversation was circling around
the correlation between marijuana use and crime, there is also a clear correlation
between marijuana use in teenagers and psychosis and other types of mental health
impacts and long-term impacts on teenage brains. I think especially, because as Chief
Raybuck referenced increasing THC levels, it ends up disproportionately impacting
teenagers’ brains. I am concerned also about conversations around normalizing
marijuana use. With all of that said, it has clear medicinal uses. I know a lot of people
who rely on it for medicinal purposes and for those people, that is a clear avenue that
they can go to be able to legally use marijuana for those uses. So I am in full support of
going after these types of funds and targeting larger scale drug trafficking organizations
and growing operations on the island. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else?

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to
testify regarding this agenda item.)

The motion to approve C 2021-43 was then put, and carried by a vote of 6:0:1
(Councilmember Kuali’i was excused).

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion passes. Next item.

C 2021-44 Communication (02/08/2021) from the Director of Economic
Development, requesting Council approval to apply for, receive, and expend funds in
a total amount of $310,173.00, and to indemnify the United States Department of
Labor and the State Department of Labor & Industrial Relations, regarding the
following Kaua’i Workforce Development Board — Workforce Innovation &
Opportunities Act (WIOA) programs:

• Adult Program ($81,505.00);
• Dislocated Worker Program ($111,879.00);
• Youth Program ($85,773.00); and
• Administrative Costs ($31,016.00).

Councilmember Chock moved to approve C 202 1-44, seconded by Councilmember
Carvalho.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We did receive a memorandum from the Office
of Economic Development to defer this item.

Councilmember Cowden moved to defer C 2021-44, seconded by Councilmember
Chock, and carried by a vote of 6:0:1 (Councilmember Kuali’i was excused).










































































